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THERAPEUTICS.
HYPNOTICS (Continued).

When larger doses are required their
prompt absorption from the rectum may be
relied upon. In manias, or in obstinate vomit-
ing, this proves to be a fortunate circum-
stance. In order to render the enema less ir-
ritating it is sometimes well to combine with
it the yolk of an egg, and sweet milk may be
substituted for the saline. Chloral should
never be administered internally in the solid
form. Its cauterizing power might result in
severe inflammation of the point in the stom-
ach where it would be dissolved.

It is not advisable to give it in alcoholic
solution. A chemical reaction resulting in a
very irritating substance might result.

When administered in simple watery solu-
tion, no matter how dilute, its effect is almost
immediate, the whole amount being rapidly
absorbed. When, however, it is given in
syrup, it takes effect more gradually, as the
syrup is digested and the effect is longer
maintained.

Cases of habitual use of chloral should be
carefully and by degrees deprived of it, while
the measures described as useful in chronic
chloral poisoning may be adopted as neces-
sary. Sleeplessness must be met with other
hypnotics, and they in turn gradually with-
drawn.

taining alcohol, on account of its partial insol-
ubility in water. Different specimens differ
in solubility. Aromatic elixir forms a good
vehicle for chloralamide, one ounce (30.0 cc)
being sufficient to dissolve two drachms (8.0
gm.J of the drug. Each teaspoonful would
contains 15 grains (i.ogm.), which is the me-
dium dose. Two teaspoonfuls would be the
maximum. It is claimed that there is no loss
of effect in this drug by constant or frequent
use, and that a "habit" is seldom formed by
it's necessary administration. It is worthy of
more attention from our • profession at large
than it receives.
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Chloralamid is a compound of formamide
and anhydrous chloral. It is soluble in alco-
hol and ether, but only sparingly so in water.
It is less irritating to mucous membranes than
chloral, and not so depressing to the heart
and respiration. Indeed it is credited with
stimulating the latter in moderate doses. Ger-
man investigators recommend it for cardiac
asthma, and it would seem a safer drug in
heart troubles than the chloral. As a hypnotic
it is the equal of chloral, and it is less apt to
be followed by unpleasant sequelae. It is also
less disagreeable to taste and smell.

It is best prescribed in some vehicle con-
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Paraldehyde is a colorless, transparent
liquid resembling ether in appearance and
odor, but more like chloroform in taste. Pa-
raldehyde is the safest of known hypnotics.
It is stimulating rather than depressing to
pulse and respiration, has no caustic or de-
structive characteristics, and has but two
drawbacks; but those are sufficient to dimin-
ish its usefulness. One is its very bad taste
and odor, the other the difficulty of its solu-
tion in water. It requires eight parts to one,
but alcohol dissolves, or mixes, with it in all
proportions. It has been found that 50 per cent
of alcohol, represented by full proof whisky,
forms a perfect mixture with it, after which
it can be combined with water in all propor-
tions, as with an emulsion. Elixir Curasao
also combines with paraldehyde, and partly
disguises its taste. It is prescribed for pre-
cisely the conditions that call for chloral, its
stimulating and safe character being the only
practical difference. Potter recommends the
following:

Paraldehyde fl. dr. iiss
Alcoholis (99 per cent) . . . fl. oz. iss
Tincture vanillae fl. dr. ss
Aquae fl.oz. i
Syrupi simplicis..q. s., ad. fl. ozs. iv
M. Sig. A teaspoonful or two every

hour until sleep is obtained.


